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listened politely, were interested and returned to their
folly as before. The Foreign Office was still short-
circuited and Lord Curzon appeared to acquiesce without
agreeing. The Turkish Nationalists sent Ali Fethi Bey
to London to come to some terms, but he was turned
away. Damad Ferid Pasha arrived, but met with no
encouragement.
Then suddenly events began to move. The Greeks,
feeling the strain and also recognizing that the Allies
were in a blind-alley, prepared to march on Constanti-
nople. On the 28th of July they were warned back by
Sir Charles Harington, the Allied Commander-in-Chief
in Turkey, and went no further. In August Mr. Lloyd
George made a speech at Manchester, extolling the
virtues of the Greeks and calling for a conference to
bring the deadlock to an end. In this speech he made
some reference to the Sultan as the real Government
of Turkey. That fact had at last and too late penetrated
to his brain. The Turks, wishing to be in a strong
position for such a conference, played for delay, and
then attacked the Greeks. Their plans were well laid.
They feinted at Eski Shekir, and burst through with
weight of numbers at Afion-Kara-Hissar. To the sur-
prise of every one, including the Turks, the Greek troops
went on strike and marched away. Harassed by the
Turks on every side and neglected by their own officers,
in an incredibly short space of time they were pushed
out of Anatolia. The Turks marched into Smyrna, and
Brusa, and up towards Chanak, and on to the frontier
of the Ismidt Peninsula. The whole position was
changed, as I hurried back to Constantinople,